Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 WF.LT.IN 00663 220407Z 
ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-01 INR-07 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 /055 W 

220411 125304/70 

R 220253Z FEB 77 
FM AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2756 
INFO AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE WELLINGTON 0663 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV, PINT, NZ 

SUBJECT: LABOUR PARTY SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT GERRY O'BRIEN 
RESIGNS HIS PARTY POST 

REF: WELLINGTON 0568 

1 . LABOUR PARTY SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT GERRY 

O BRIEN ON FEBRUARY 18 WAS GRANTED THREE, -MI .RAVE 
FROM HIS POST BY A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE LABOUR PARTY 
COUNCIL. O’BRIEN HAD EARLIER STATED PUBLICLY THAT HE 
WOULD NOT ACCEPT NOMINATION FOR REELECTION TO THE SAME 
PARTY POST WHEN THE LABOUR PARTY HOLDS ITS ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE NEXT MAY. 

2. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH O BRIEN'S DEPARTURE FROM THE 
LABOUR PARTY'S SENIOR VICE PRESIDENCY 

WAS COUCHED IN TERMS OF A LEAVE, IT ACTUALLY CONSTITUTES 
A RESIGNATION FROM THE POST. AND ALTHOUGH HIS 
RESIGNATION WAS SAID TO HAVE BEEN BASED ON MEDICAL 
ADVICE, IN FACT O'BRIEN LEFT BECAUSE HIS IMPLICATION IN 
HOMOSEXUAL INCIDENTS IN CHRISTCHURCH AND MORE RECENTLY 
IN AUCKLAND HAD GROWN INTO A SERIOUS EMBARRASSMENT TO 
THE LABOUR PARTY. THERE IS SPECULATION THAT O'BRIEN 
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MAY WELL NOT RUN FOR REFLECTION TO PARLIAMENT IN THE 
NEXT GENERAL ELECTIONS IN 1978. THUS, WITH THE 
WITHDRAWAL OF COLIN MOYLE FROM THE MANGERE BY-ELECTION 
(REFTEL) AND O'BRIEN'S LEAVING HIS LABOUR PARTY POST, 

THE OPPOSITION HAS RID ITSELF OF TWO SOURCES OF 
EMBARRASSMENT AND PLAN AT 

LESS ADVANTAGEOUS POSITION TO FIGHT THE GENERAL ELECTION 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

BATTLE NEXT YEAR. 

SELDEN 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL LEADERS, PERSONNEL RESIGNATIONS 
Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 22-Feb-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977WELLIN00663 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770060-0940 

Format: TEL 

From: WELLINGTON 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 977021 9/aaaaarhf.tel 

Line Count: 64 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: fcd360c3-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 WELLINGTON 568 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 16-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3258387 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: LABOUR PARTY SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT GERRY OYBRIEN RESIGNS HIS PARTY POST 
TAGS: PGOV, PINT, NZ, (OYBRIEN, GERRY) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/fcd360c3-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



